The teaching of geriatric dentistry in Canada.
Very little is known about the current status of geriatric training programs at Canadian universities because of the scarcity of information published on the subject. A study of the geriatric dentistry training programs offered by Canada's 10 dental schools has been completed. Its intent was to determine what type of educational activities in geriatric dentistry have either been offered in the past, are being offered now, will be offered in the next academic year, or are planned for the next five years. The results indicate that the 10 schools are doing very little in this regard. To keep pace with the level of geriatric dentistry training currently being offered in the United States, the dental profession must convince Canadian faculty members that the teaching of geriatric dentistry is crucial to both the undergraduate student and the graduate dentist. Continuing education in geriatric dentistry could be used to meet the oral health needs of our frail and dependent senior citizens. Geriatric dentistry must be taught at all levels of the profession so that this special clientele can receive the necessary treatment either within or outside of the dental office.